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Keynote Session  



Evening Agenda  

Welcome  

5:00. p.m. 

 

Welcome address given by Katie Shepherd Christiansen | Executive Director, Northern Rockies 

Conservation Cooperative | 

Awards Ceremony  

5:10 p.m. 

 

Meg and Bert Raynes Citizen Conservation Award 

Presented by past Raynes Award recipients, Frances Clark of the Meg and Bert Raynes Wildlife Fund, 

and Bernie McHugh of the Northern Rockies Conservation Cooperative. 

The award was created to honor Meg and Bert Raynes, two of Jackson’s finest citizen 

conservationists. Recipients of this award work to encourage citizen science and conservation and 

make a positive difference through the actions they take in their daily lives.  

 

Craighead Conservation Award 

Presented by Peyton Curlee Griffin, Northern Rockies Conservation Cooperative Board President.  

The Craighead Conservation Award was established in 2003 to honor the legacy of Frank and 

John Craighead. Recipients of this award have significantly impacted wildlife conservation in the 

Greater Yellowstone region and demonstrated the dedicated spirit of the Craighead brothers 

through years of service in wildlife research, management, community involvement, and/or 

policy.  

 

The Yellowstonian Conservation Leadership Award 

Presented by Todd Wilkinson | Founder of Yellowstonian and Writer in Residence of the Northern 

Rockies Conservation Cooperative; Franz Caminzend | Northern Rockies Conservation Cooperative, 

Board of Advisors and Jackson Hole Conservation Alliance |; and Phil Hocker | Jackson Hole Land 

Trust | 

The inaugural Yellowstonian Conservation Legacy Award is a joint venture of Yellowstonian.org 

and NRCC to be awarded for extraordinary, farsighted work preserving the ecological and cultural 

heritage of the Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem. 

 

Keynote Address and Q&A 

5:40 p.m. 

 

Keynote address “Saving Democracy & the Environment” given by Dr. Christina Cromley Bruner | 

Founder & Director, For 250 More | Research Associate, Northern Rockies Conservation Cooperative  

 

Moderated by Brot Coburn | Author | Board of Advisors, Northern Rockies Conservation Cooperative  

 

Art Exhibition and Reception 

7:00 p.m. 

 

A.M. Rasmussen | Biological Illustration | Curiosity in Watercolor 

Chuck Peterson | Photography | Amphibians and Wetlands of the Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem 

 



Keynote Address 

 
Saving Democracy & The Environment 

 
Keynote address given by Dr. Christina Cromley Bruner | Founder & Director, For 250 More | 

Research Associate, Northern Rockies Conservation Cooperative | 

 

Moderated by Brot Coburn | Author | Board of Advisors, Northern Rockies Conservation Cooperative | 

 

 

Christina Cromley Bruner, Ph.D. 

Protecting the Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem is as 

much about civic stewardship as it is about ecological 

stewardship. The fate of landscapes is shaped by 

whether people believe their voice matters when fighting 

for a place they love. This talk will draw on more than 

20 years of experience in government, academia, and 

nonprofit leadership, guiding initiatives to hold public 

officials accountable, strengthen oversight of federal 

programs, and improve governance. It will examine 

how the existential threats facing democracy are 

directly connected to the future of sustainability and 

stewardship in the Greater Yellowstone region. With a 

common goal of safeguarding the region’s environment 

and shared future, the talk will ask Jackson and 

regional community members to ask themselves what 

their role is in ensuring accountability for upholding 

democratic norms and institutions is essential and will 

provide examples of what accountability might look like. 

 

 

Christina Cromley Bruner, Ph.D. 

Christina Cromley Bruner, Ph.D. spent more than 20 years in government, academia, and 

nonprofits leading initiatives to strengthen oversight of federal programs, improve government, 

engage federal employees in meaningful change, and build cross-sector coalitions. She held 

senior leadership roles at the Offices of Inspector General for Interior and Energy, the 

Government Accountability Office, and American Forests. Dr. Bruner co-founded and is 

Executive Director of For 250 More, a nonprofit that promotes public integrity and 

accountability through independent oversight. At For 250 More, she brings this cross-sector 

insight to reimagine civic engagement and strengthen the systems that hold government to its 

promises. Dr. Bruner has built bridges—between institutions, across ideologies, and with 

communities—to understand problems, identify solutions, and ensure government 

accountability and transparency. She is also a Lecturer at the University of Virginia. Her passion 

for improving government is matched by her love of spending time outdoors with her teenage 

son and daughter—and the family dog—hiking, skiing, and discovering new ways to adventure. 



Broughton “Brot” Coburn  

Broughton (Brot) Coburn graduated from Harvard College in 

1973, and for two of the past four decades he has lived in the 

Himalaya of Nepal, Tibet and India, writing and overseeing 

development and environmental conservation efforts for the 

World Bank, UNESCO, UNDP, World Wildlife Fund and other 

agencies. He has written or edited nine books, including two 

national bestsellers, and won several awards. Coburn is also on 

the faculty of the Jackson Hole Writers Conference, and is a 

Visiting Assistant Professor at Colorado College. He lives in 

Wilson, Wyoming with his wife Didi, and children Phoebe and 

Tenzing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Art Exhibition 

A.M. Rasmussen | Biological Illustration | Curiosity in Watercolor 
 
A.M. Rasmussen grew up in Idaho where she learned to love nature 

and nurtured an interest in drawing. Her curiosity and respect for 

nature led her to university where she studied biology and used art to 

support her science training. During her doctoral studies, her focal 

research explored how illustration can facilitate science education and 

research. A.M. is an educator for informal and formal life-science 

education and participates in ecological research. As a biological 

illustrator and science communicator, she creates artwork for 

museum exhibits and materials for science education. She engages 

students, educators, and researchers in using drawing as a learning 

tool to observe, record, and communicate science and nature. 

 

 

As a biological illustrator, I seek to represent science and nature through accurate representations that 

visually convey stories, spark curiosity, and promote the value of the natural world.  I want viewers of 

my art to know that science and art are important elements of the human experience. We are stewards 

of the natural world and should do what we can to preserve it. Through illustration, I hope to introduce, 

inform, and increase awareness. My artworks are earnest depictions of nature, interpreted through the 

lens of my fascination and respect. I hope the art that I present to the world communicates these feelings 

and intentions, along with scientific knowledge to open minds and influence action. 

 

Chuck Peterson | Photography | Amphibians and Wetlands of the Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem 

 

Dr. Charles R. (Chuck) Peterson received his B.S. and M.S. 
degrees in Zoology at the University of Illinois-Urbana (1971, 
1974), his Ph.D. in Zoology at Washington State University 
(1982), and conducted his postdoctoral work at the University 
of Chicago (1983-1988). He began working at Idaho State 
University in 1988 and is currently an Emeritus Professor of 
Zoology in the Department of Biological Sciences and the 
Affiliate Curator of Herpetology for the Idaho Museum of 
Natural History.  Peterson's current teaching responsibilities at 
ISU include Herpetology, Nature Photography, and a seminar 
on the role of land trusts in conserving biodiversity. Peterson 
had five Ph.D., five DA, and 20 Master's students complete 
their degrees under his supervision. His research interests 
include the spatial, physiological, and conservation ecology of 
amphibians and reptiles. Most of his work has focused on 
amphibian and reptile populations in the Northern 
Intermountain West. He is currently working on amphibian 
monitoring in southeastern Idaho and community science 
projects utilizing the iNaturalist mobile application to 
document the distribution and activity of amphibians and reptiles in Idaho and the Greater Yellowstone 
Area. He also is using place-based photography exhibits to promote the appreciation and conservation of 
amphibians and reptiles. His photography can be viewed at: https://www.flickr.com/photos/petechar/.  He 
was the 2023 Artist in Residence for the Sagebrush Steppe Land Trust.  

https://www.flickr.com/photos/petechar/
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